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DETAILED ACTION 
Title 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Regarding claims 4 and 7, the phrase "and/or" renders the claims indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the 
claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 through 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Akatsu (US 6505255) in view of Humpleman (US 5940387) and Phillips (US 
20040163126). 

Regarding claim 1 , Akatsu teaches a module in a home network (Fig. 5, 504) 
with individual devices that are connected to one another and communicate among one 
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another (Fig. 5, 508. 512, 524, etc.) via one or more protocols defined for the home 
network. See Akatsu, Abstract Akatsu also teaches a connecting device which allows 
communication with an external network (Fig. 5, 504) and which makes this data 
available to the devices of the home network. See Akatsu, col. 3, lines 40-50. 

However, Akatsu does not explicitly teach that said module is able to receive 
information about external services and has a search unit for making this data available 
to devices on the home network. 

Humplemann does teach a network interface unit that performs the interfacing 
between external and internal networks, making external services available to all 
terminals on the internal network. See Humpieman, AbstracX, lines 5-9. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have used Humpleman's disclosed functionality in Akatsu's 
module because Humpieman teaches that there is a need and desire for a home 
network that provides interconnectivity to products in a home and to external networks 
and which makes external services available to devices on the home network. See 
Humpieman, col. 1, lines 65-67, col. 2, lines 1-4. 

Regarding claims 2, 3, and 6, Akatsu also teaches that the module can convert 
data of the external network into a format which corresponds to the format used on the 
internal network and vice versa. See Akatsu, Abstract 

Regarding claim 4, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
make the module updatable. It has always been a desirable goal in the art to make 
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devices updatable so that new functionality can be added after deployment, and it is 
therefore inherent that the functionality of the module is updatable. 

Regarding claim 5, Akatsu discloses that the module communicates with the 
devices of the home network using a protocol of the home network. See Akatsu, col. 3, 
lines 35-50. 

Regarding claim 7, Akatsu further teaches that a node on the network may use a 
memory to store data being transferred. See Akatsu, col. 5, lines 6-13. 

Regarding claim 8, Akatsu teaches that the external network can be the internet 
See Akatsu, col. 10, lines 19-27. 

Regarding claim 9, Humpleman further teaches that the data can be text, audio, 
or video data. See Humpleman, col. 3, lines 24-32. 

Regarding claim 10, Akatsu further teaches that the module communicates with 
the devices of the home network via a data bus (Fig. 5, 568). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Akatsu does not teach that the module can be integrated 
Into the connecting device. However, Phillips teaches a similar module for delivering 
data to devices in a home network and that said module can be integrated into the 
connecting device. See Phillips, p. 5, paragraph 40; Phillips, Fig. 1 A. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have used Philip's integration technique in Akatsu's module 
because Phillips teaches that the disclosed method and apparatus can be used to 
deliver data streams on an external network to customer devices on an internal home 
network. See Phillips, Abstract 
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Regarding claim 12, Akatsu teaches that the module is able to receive and 
process data from the external network and send data from the home network into the 
external network, See Akatsu, Abstract, Akatsu, Fig. 23. 



Please see the included Notice of References Cited for additional prior art 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure but not explicitly relied upon in this action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Willow Noonan whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1322. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 AM-5:00 
PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Pwu can be reached on (571) 272-6798. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




